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for the Council for Christian Social Action of 
the Un s ted Cb* ,r ch of Christ commented, "The di- 
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"WE NEEDED THIS UNION": 

A POULTRY WORKER* S STORY 


by Jeffery May 

Southern Patnot/LIBERATION News Service 

One year ago, 60 black employees at Poultry 
Packers Incorporated, in Forest , Mississippi, walked 
off their jobs . When they returned to work six weeks 
later, they had won raises for everyone in the plant, 
strikers and strikebreakers alike » 

The Mississippi Poultry Workers ' Union was found- 
ed during the strike and since that time the union 
has won recognition elections at Poultry Packers, Gad- 
dis Packing Company, and Southeastern Poultry Comp- 
any, all located in Forest * In addition, the union 
has signed up members in many other poultry process- 
ing plants in Scott County, the heart of Mississippi 's 
rapidly growing broiler chicken industry e 

Although the union was founded entirely by black 
workers, a growing number of white workers have de- 
cided that the MPWU represents their interests too, 
and have joined the union . The following story is ex- 
cerpts ' from an interview with Jeffei*y May, a white \- 
woman who works as a house inspector at Southeastern 
Poultry % vThe interview was done by Ken Lawrence, a 
Southern Conference Education Fund organiser , 

I*ve worked in chicken plants for about 15 years . 
I've worked at B.C. Rogers, Gaddis, Forest Packing, 
Green Acres, and Southeastern, all in Scott County, 

I started at Southeastern last fall. Even with my 15 
years, I don't get no more than anybody who just got 
started. 

I never worked in a plant where there was a un- 
ion, I always wanted a union to come to a plant where 
I worked, but it never was allowed before, I felt 
like we needed some help, and a union was a way to 
get help. 

When I started to work at Southeastern last fall, 
they asked me would I sign one of those cards to join 
the union, and I told them yes, and 1 signed one of 
them. And then we had to vote on it, and I voted for 
the union, and we won. 

When I started to speak to the other white people 
about the union, they didn't know nothing about it. 
Some of the white people said that if the union got 
in they wouldn't let nobody white work down there, 
that it would be all colored. 

Then I went to the union meeting, and I saw it 
was altogether different than that. I figured the 
ones in the office had the boss men tell them the 
things that wasn’t true about the union. 

When I joined the union, I didn't have prob- 
lems with no colored people, but I did with some 
white people. I'd go in the break room when we'd get 
our break, and when I r d start to sit down at the table 
I could see them whispering. I'd sit right by some 
of them, and they wouldn't say a word to me, some- 
times for a week or two. 

But I just went on. It didn't bother me one bit, 
because I knew I was right, and they were wrong. I 
mean 1 like to have friends, but I like to be right 
too. 
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When we voted, most of the white people 
there voted against the union. But now a lot 
of them think it's all right. They know they 
were wrong before. They was probably scared 
before, but when they saw that they didn't fire 
me or lay me off, it changed them. 

This is the first time that white people 
and colored people haVe been going to meetings 
together around here, as far as I know. At first 
I felt a little strange, in a way, but I knew I 
was right and them people was wrong, and when they 
seen what was right they'd feel just like I did. 

One day after we won the election there was 
a work stoppage. What happened was there wasn't 
any heat in the plant that morning. So we stayed 
off the line until they fixed it, about two hours, 

I imagine, or longer. 

I never did know who was the first to walk 
out. They just started to walk off of the line 
below me. When they just kept walking off the line, 
I walked off too. They said that they was walking 
off until they got some heat. And I knew I was 
wanting some heat, so I walked off too. 

Nobody stayed on the line. Everybody walked 
off. That's when I asked them where was that 118 
people who voted against the union at. They didn't 
say anything, just went and left the line, and 
stayed off until there was some heat. 

We really needed this union. As long as I 
have worked, I've never had a vacation. Anybody 
that's got kids, if they're sick or something, can't 
help but miss. Then you don't know if you'll get 
your job back or not. 

I had to be off for a week at Christmas when 
my baby sitter was sick. My job was trimming. And 
when I went back, they wouldn't let me trim, they 
put me to inspectiong. Wouldn't let me have my 
job back. 

Trimming was up by the federal inspectors, and 
sometimes they would let you use your chair, and 
that would rest you some. On the other jobs you 
can't ever sit down. That's the only job I know 
of that you can sit down a little while. 

So I lost that because my baby sitter got sick 
I don't have nobody else to take care of my kids. 
There ain't no nursery around here. And in the 
hours we work, it's hard to get a baby sitter, be- 
cause a lot of times we have those breakdowns that 
cause you to be late coming home, and they don't* 
like to stay those long hours. 

Now I'm a house inspector. When you're a 
house inspector you have to stand up there and 
make sure that everybody's done their job. We run 
about 90,000 chickens a day. I guess I inspect 
about a third of that. In the summer we run any- 
where from 90 to 95, 96 or 97,000. On a short day 
it's about 60 or 70,000. On those days they send 
us home early. We don't know until we get down 
there if it's going to be a short day. 

Sometimes we can get a break and sometimes we 
can't. To go to the toilet, someone has to relieve 
you. If they don't sometimes you can get someone 
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else to double up while you take a break. If they 
can't, then you just have to stay there- 

So there are lots of reasons why we needed this 
union. 
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"WE WANTED TO JOIN THE DEFENDANTS IN TAKING A STAND 
AGAINST THE WAR 1 ’: 

CAMDEN 28 ARE ACQUITTED 

LIBERATION News Service 


applies . " 

"The jurors felt the government had gone too 
far in setting up the crime," said Anna Bertino, 
one of the jurors, "and we wanted to join the de- 
fendants in taking a stand against the war." 

During the trial, Howard Zinn had presented a 
history of Vietnam on the stand and other witnes- 
ses had compared the action to the Boston Tea Par- 
ty and other tea parties that took place in South- 
ern New Jersey before the Revolutionary Waft*. They 
had shown the WAW/WSO film, Winter Soldier, and 
a slide show documenting the ruins of Vietnam. 


"Well done for trying to heal sickj irrespon- 
sible men who were chosen by the people to govern 
and lead them . . .men who failed the people by rain- 
ing death and destruction on a hapless country. 

"To you. . .with your God- given talents , I say 
9 well done.'!' 

--letter tead in court by Sam- 
uel Braithwaite, an Atlantic 
City cab-driver and a juror in 
the Camden 28 trial. 

CAMDEN, NJ (LNS)-- M We were told this was a con- 
servative area," said Camden 28 lawyer David Kairys. 
"But I think we proved to the jurors that they had 
been deceived by the government, that anti- commun- 
ism was a ruse for the government doing whatever it 
wants to do. We showed them the Pentagon papers, 
we showed them how the FBI operates when it wants 
to get somebody, when it wants to repress the anti- 
war movement." 

Kairys was talking about the remarkable acquit- 
tal of 17 of the Camden 28 who had been on trial 
for 3 1/2 months for the August 1971 raid of the ' 
Camden draft board, making them the first partici- 
pants in a draft board raid to be completely ac- 
quitted. 'Jhe 28 anti-war activists had been, in 
fact , surprised by the FBI while they were ripping 
up files. 

There had been an FBI informer (bn the case. In 
fact, Robert Hardy , the informer, had supplied 
food, expertise and 90% of the equipment used in 
the raid (all generously supplied by the FBI ). 

"I was promised by the FBI many times that 
they would stop our activities before they actual- 
ly happened," said Hardy, who was friends with many 
of the people in the group ^ but wanted to stop them 
from "going too far." 

The FBI had told him they would arrest every- 
one on the night of the trial run of the raid, but 
they didn ’ t . Hardy asked his FBI contact why. "I 
was told that. .. ’someone in the little White House 
in California’ wanted it to happen." By the time 
the trial started. Hardy had become a defense wit- 
ness . 

Finally when Judge Clarkson Fisher gave his 
instructions to the jury, he told them, "If you 
find the overreaching participation by government 
agents or informers in the activities as you have 
heard them here was so fundamentally unfair as to 
be offensive to basic standards of decency and 
shocking to the universal sense of justice, then 
you may acquit any defend^t t0 which this defense 


Two hundred people jammed into the courtroom 
on the day of the verdict, sitting in the aisles. 
After the foreman read the first five or so not 
guilties on the seven counts (breaking and enter- 
ing, stealing files, destroying files, damaging 
other government property, interfering with the 
administration of the Selective Service Act, pos- 
sessing burglary tools, conspiracy) for the first 
defendant, the judge interrupted. He polled each 
jury member on how they found each defendant not 
guilty on each count. When they said yes, he said, 
"The defendants are discharged," and pandemonium 
broke out in the courttoom. People hugged, clapped 
and cried. Everyone joined together to sing "Amaz- 
ing Grace." 

Eacfv of the defendants faced maximum terms of 
47 /years in prison-iand fines of $46,000. Two of the 
defendants had only been charged with conspiracy. 

The cases of the other defendants who were severed 
were also dismissed. 

The jurors later joiipcfev the defendants and 
their supporters for a party. Said one" of the jur- 
ors, "When.- a citizen breaks the law, he is punish- 
ed. Who punished the leaders when they* in turn 
fail the people?" 
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"DETROIT TO DURBAN:" 

PAMPHLET ON BLACK WORKERS’ STRUGGLES 

OAKLAND, Ca. (LNS)-- The Black Workers Organizing 
Committee , a collective of Black workers in the 
Bay area concerned with organizing support for the 
national liberation movements in Southern Africa, 
has recently published a 22-page pamphlet entitled 
Detroit to Durban. 

The illustrated pamphlet talks about the sys- 
tem of apartheid in South Africa, recalling the 
Sharpevi 1 le Massacre where in 1960, 69 Africans 
were killed 2 nd 200 wounded when they came to the 
Sharpevil le courthouse to protest South Africa’s 
pass laws. 

There are sections about U-S. corporate in- 
vestments in South Africa and other African nations; 
African resistence movements in Angola, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia; and suggestions for how peo- 
ple in the U.S. can support African Liberation move- 
ments and Black workers’ struggles. 

The pamphlet costs 25* each. Bulk rates are 
available for orders of more than 10. Write to 
United Front Press, Post Office Box 40099, San 
Francisco, Ca 94140, or call (415) 647-6727. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE PAPER ATTACKS GAY STUDENT GROUP: 

"BOOT THE PANSIES OUT” 

by Allen Young 

DURHAM, N.H. (LNS)--The Manchester (N H.) Union- 
Leader.* one °f the country’s most outspoken right- 
wing daily newspapers, has launched an attack on the 
newly formed gay student group at the University of 
New Hampshire (UNH) in Durham 

On May 19, the trustees of the university ap- 
proved an earlier decision by school authorities to 
grant the student group standard privileges- -such 
as the right to hold meetings on campus The very 
next day, the Union- Leader 1 s Sunday affiliate, the 
New Hampshire Sunday News , published an editorial 
under the title, "Boot the Pansies Out of UNH,” spec- 
ifically urging that ”any student, male er female, 
who admits publicly to homosexuality should be boot- 
ed off campus and prosecuted in court for violations 
of applicable statutes.” 

The editorial went on: ”We had hoped, though 
without great confidence, that the trustees would 
crack down hard on the university officials who en- 
couraged these pansies and faries to set up their 
own dining table in the university mess hall and 
granted them recognition as a student social group 
entitled to its own meeting room in the Memorial 
Union. These officials should be fired from the state 
payrollo” 

Tile editorial, signed by editor- in- chief B.J. 
McQuaid, was reprinted in the Union-Leader on May 23 
with the additional endorsement of the publisher of 
the paper, William Loeb, who termed it '"brilliant.” 

Loeb has for many years been well known in New 
England and nationally for his ultra- conservative 
views. He was in the news most recently in connection 
with his paper’s front-page publication of the now 
famous "canuck” letter allegedly fabricated by the 
"dirty tricks” department of the Committee to Re- 
elect the President in order to foil the candidacy 
of Maine Senator Edmund Muskie in the New Hampshire 
primary. 

Wayne April, president of the Gay Student Org- 
anization at the University of New Hampshire, told 
Liberation News Service that his group was rather 
surprised at Loeb's attack but that they would not 
be intimidated. He said that so far there has not 
been a reaction against him or the group on the basis 
of the attack April said that the GSO had recently 
completed a survey of student attitudes toward the 
group, and he noted that of 495 respondents, ’’ninety- 
three percent were for us.” 

April added that he did not expect university 
officials to change their position because of the 
newspaper attack. 

April pointed out that no one -from the Union - 
Leader has ever interviewed him or any other member 
of the Gay Student Organization. In addition, the 
paper has a policy, which it announced several months 
ago, of not printing letters- to- the- editor which ex- 
press a positive view of homosexuals 

At this point, April said, one main concern is 
the political situation in the state He said that 
the governor, who has publicly opposed recognition_ 
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of the gay group, is going to start replacing 
the more liberal trustees, while Loeb and others 
are expected to press for legislative action a- 
gainst liberal university decisions. 

According to April, one trustee in partic- 
ular, David A1 Rock, fought hard against offic- 
ial recognition for the gay student group. And 
it was Rock, apparently, who contacted Loeb and 
McQuaid about the trustees’ decision to uphold 
the action of university officials. 

Rock is an announcer for radio station WSMN 
and also is the publisher of the Broadcaster , 
an advertising-oriented weekly mailed free to 
every home the the Nashua, N.H. area. In a front 
page editorial in the Broadcaster , which claims 
a circulation of 38,237, Rock said that ’’there 
is no place... in the overall educational process 
for such a group of people to be officially rec- 
ognized and sanctioned. There is a place for 
them where they can and should get help and that 
is in a hospital or a psychiatrist’s office.” 

In a statement that was approved by a maj- 
ority of the Board of Trustees of the university, 
Richard Stephens, Vice Provost for Student Af- 
fairs, defended the recognition of the gay group: 

”Gay liberation groups have been organizing 
on numerous campuses during the past several 
years. In anticipation that this might also hap- 
pen on the UNH campus, inquiries were made at 
other schools and relevant court decisions were 
viewed.” 

The Sunday News editorial response to this 
was unequivocal : 

’’Pansy student organizations have been offic- 
ially aided, it is said, on many college campus- 
es. This is the most disgusting depth to which 
our permissive educators have yet descended, far 
more degenerate than their promotion of student 
fornication through so-called 'parietal hours’ 
of inter-sexual dormitory visitation.” 

Rock told LNS that he was aware of the fact 
that while many colleges have chartered gay groups, 
others have refused recognition, and he added: 

"To many of us in New Hampshire, it would not 
matter how many other campuses decided to recog- 
nize homosexuals, prostitutes, black panthers, or 
any other such unpalletable organization.” 

—SO— 

****** * ** * * * ****** *********** ***********.**********T-r 

FACTS ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA 


- 

White 

Black 

Per capita income (1968) 

$3,144 

$117 

Average wage in mining (1968 

) $4,740 

$285 

Education expenditure per 
pupil 

$159 

$18 

Infant mortality per 1,000 
births 

27 

200 

Percentage of population 

19 

70 

Percentage of land reserved 

87 

13 

[/From Detroit to Durban: Black Workers 

Common' 

Struggle, put out by United 

"Front Press 
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[Note to Editors; See graphics section for photo- 
graph of the Gainesville ' 8. ] 

Stan Michaelson was not indicted for conspir- 

n IT'S A DIRECT ATTEMPT TO JUSTIFY THE WHOLE WATERGATE acy at alio He was indicted for misprision which 

THING’’; means he supposedly knew about the conspiracy but 

PETER MAHONEY OF THE GAINESVILLE 8 TALKS ABOUT THE didn't tell anybody about it. 

CASE 

WHAT WAS THE CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS WHICH LED 
LIBERATION News Service UP TO YOU BEING INDICTED? 


(Editor f s note: July 2 7 is the date that the 

Gainesville 8 trial is scheduled to start in Gaines- 
ville % Florida > This trial will he the latest in 
the long series of conspiracy trials that the Nixon 
Administration has used in an attempt to destroy 
the movement « And pretty consistently — in the cases 
of the Conspiracy 8 3 the Harrisburg 7 y the Panther 
21 and the Camden 28 — that tactic has been w'lsuccess- 
ful . 

This time the organization that the government 
is zeroing in on is the Vietnam Veterans Against the 
War. Founded in 1967 by six veterans 3 the organiz- 
ation has grown to include < chapters in every part 
of the country 3 as well as on U S, bases all around 
the world. 

WAW has participated in and organized a large 
number of anti-war demonstrations. It has put on 
two Winter Soldier Investigations into war atrocities 
and one on drugs in the military - It has sponsored 
a wide variety of local activities around the issues 
of unemployment 3 veterans benefits 3 and drug addict- 
ion. It has participated in the recent formation 
of a coalition for universal unconditional amnesty : 

In the past few months 3 WAW has changed its 
name to Vietnam Veterans Against the War /Winter Sol- 
dier Organization „ This is partially in recogni- 
tion of the fact that quite a few other people be- 
sides veterans have become active in the organiza- 
tion — especially women , n We r re kind of broadening 
the base y not gust veterans but people who are in- 
terested in change but We f re still focusing in on 
the problems of vets 3 ,r said one member of the organ- 
ization. " 

The following is an interview with Peter Mahon- 
ey 3 who is orie of the Gainesville 8. 

The WAW/WSO is planning activities in Gaines- 
ville for the week of July 17-21 3 the first week of 
the trial. Caravans of WAW/WSO people are planning 
to go down. There f s going to be demonstrations 
and guerrilla theater. Get in touch with your local 
WAW/WSO chap ter. ) 

WHAT ARE YOU CHARGED WITH? 

The charge is that we conspired to incite a 
riot at the Republican Convention , We were supposed- 
ly going to attempt to organize fire teams, that 
would attack private stores, cars, police stations, 
and policemen in the Mi ami -Miami Beach area with au- 
tomatic weapons, slingshots, crossbows, fried mar- 
bles, steel balls, ball bearings, smoke bombs, and 
cherry bombs. 

There are ? of us Vets ai)d John Briggs . John 
is not a vet. He's the owner of the local headshop 
in Gainesville. He was subpoened before the grand 
jury and refused tc testify so the government in- 
dicted him as the person who was going to sell us 

our sling shots So he's charged with conspiracy 
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We were all subpoened on July 7, 1972 to ap- 
pear before a grand jury. We had to report to 
Tallahassee Florida July 10 which happened to be 
the first day of the Democratic Convention «, 

We didn’t answer any questions before the 
grand jury. Then on July 13, which was the last 
day of the Convention, they released all of us from 
our subpoenas. That evening, approximately an hour 
after they passed a resolution on the floor of 
the Convention condemning our subpoenas as a poli- 
tical user of the grand jury, the grand jury came 
out with the indictments against us. 

WHY DO YOU THINK THEY WENT AFTER WAW AT THAT 

TIME? 

People in WAW had been rather expecting that 
there ’d be some kind of bust for a long time. It’s 
been a typical Nixon tactic. Whenever any group 
starts developing a large audience for the things 
they're saying, the Nixon Administration has to do 
something to r discredit that group. Normally the 
way to discredit them is the conspiracy indictments 

The problem with this whole conspiracy charge 
is that you're not charged with anything but think- 
ing about it, so it's very hard to prove or dis- 
prove. The whole thing is based on the reaction of 
the jury to the people in the courtroom. If they 
think the defendants are terrible people, then 
they're going to believe anything about them. If 
they think the prosecution are terrible people or 
if the prosecution lied, then maybe they won't be- 
lieve them . 

It seems that one of the principle reasons for 
the whole thing was an attempt to embarass the Demo- 
crats. We see it now as being part of the whole 
political espionage campaign that the Nixon Admin- 
istration was putting on and a direct attempt to 
justify the whole Watergate thing. 

James McCord, in fact, said in his testimony 
before the Senate Committee that the reason that 
he had to break into the Democratic National Commit- 
tee and bug their phones was that he was afraid of 
violence at the Republican Convention, The only 
group he mentioned in connection with that violence 
was WAW. 

COULD YOU GO INTO A LITTLE MORE THE CONNECTIONS 
YOU SEE BETWEEN WATERGATE AND YOUR CONSPIRACY 
CHARGES? 

My opinion is that the Republican's original 
plan, part of their political espionage was that 
they were going to create violence at the Democratic 
Convention. That violence was going to be blamed 
on WAW and other groups. Then we were going to be 
indicted. 

That would one, discredit McGovern because of 
the violence at the convention since he was supposed- 
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ly associated with leftists and left- liberals , Two, . 
it would give them a chance to indict people they 
didn’t particularly care for, 

Once they got caught at Watergate, they thought 
they had to cancel the violence at the Democratic 
Convention, thinking it would be connected with 
other dirty tricks. But they needed a justification 
for the break-in so they said, '’These people were go- 
ing to be violent at the Republican Convention. 

Let’s indict them for that . ” 

A lot of the same characters that are running 
around the Watergate play are involved in our thing. 
There’s Alfred Baldwin who was caught at Watergate 
monitoring the bug. But that was a secondary job. 

He had been specifically hired by the FBI to infil- 
trate the W AW, but after getting caught, he never 
got a chance to carry out his primary mission. 

There was a rumor that a right wing Cuban group 
was going to attack demonstrators at the Convention. 
To prevent this, we set up a meeting with who we 
thought was a leader of Abdalla (one of the militant 
right-wing groups). At this meeting we explained 
to him that we wanted to go to the Convention to 
express our dissent against the war and other things, 
and we weren't there to cause trouble and we didn’t 
want any trouble. 

After we went through this whole rap, the guy 
asked us if we wanted to buy machine guns and gre- 
nades. We turned him down. Accorking to the Miami 
Herald he’s supposed to be a witness against us at 
our trial. 

Anyway, this same guy was a friend of Eugene 
Martinez, one of the Watergate burglars. In fact 
he was with Martinez when they went to beat up 
hippies at J. Edgar Hoover's funeral. He was offered 
a job with CREEP at $700 a week to infiltrate VVAW 
and he said he couldn’t, because at that point he 
was working for the FBI against VVAW. 

Another person who appears both places is 
Robert Mardian- -head of the Internal Security Divi- 
sion of the Justice Department. The whole Internal 
Security Division seems to be very much involved in 
all of the dirty tricks and the espionage things of 
the Nixon Administration, And they're the people who 
brought the indictment against us. 

It was supposedly the government position that 
they were so worried about the violence that the 
VVAW was supposed to commit at the Republican Con- 
vention that they had to tap the phones of the Dem- 
ocratic National Committee, but they say they didn’t 
tap our phones. McCord was tapping the phones of 
the Democratic National Committee to find out what 
WAW was doing, yet the government prosecutor Guy 
Goodwin has filed four affidavits saying that they 
never tapped any phones of the VVAW and they never 
overheard any of the defendants on any tapped phone. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THAT CLAIM? 

It’s very obvious to us that our phones were 
tapped. A lot of the information they’re using to 
base their case came over tapped phones. 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS USED A WIDE VARIETY OF TAC- 
TICS AGAINST YOU, HASN'T IT? 


WHY DON'T YOU TALK ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND? 

When I joined the army in April of 1968, it 
was right afjter the TET offensive and I was feel- 
ing very patriotic. My father's background is anti- 
communist, American Legion--the whole trip. I felt 
it was my duty to go to Vietnam and kill commies. 
Also I saw joining the army as a way I could prove 
my manhood to myself and allot of other people, by 
winning a lot of medals like my father did in World 
War II. 

I passed the test to train as an officer, and 
they asked me if I wanted to go. I looked at how 
much an officer made and how much a PFC made and I 
decided, very well. I’ll try to be an officer. In 
March of 1970 I was sent to Nam. 

I told myself before I went there--I'm not 
going to worry about the morality of it until I'm 
back. That was my defense mechanism about doing 

it o 

In Nam I was a senior advisor on a mobile ad- 
visory team. 

WHAT DID YOU DO? 

I worked with Rural Forces and Popular Forces. 
RFs and PFs are the equivalents of the National . 
Guard, except they're always mobilized. We were 
supposed to show them how to be good soldiers. 

The biggest single thing that started to 
change my head about the war was one time we had a 
training mission to 29 People's Self-Defense Forces. 
The South Vietnamese Government decided that one 
of the ways to stop communist infiltration was to 
arm some of the local civilians and then they could 
patrol their own hamlets, and keep the VC out. 

The 29 were mostly boys and girls between the 
ages of 13-17, from 3 hamlets. Except for old 
: women and men th&y were about all who were left in 
1 the villages. So we put them through a month-long 
training period. The South Vietnamese Government 
gave them weapons and we showed them how to clean 
their weapons and shoot them and take them apart » 

Then at the graduation ceremony, we Save all 
of them neckerchiefs. This was a big thing for 
our province. It was kind of a show piece. Then 
they were sent back to their hamlets and about two 
weeks after that, all 29 walked off to join the 
NLF, taking their weapons and ammunition with them. 

WHAT DID YOU THINK? 

What I was thinking was that they really had 
to believe in what they were doing because the. . 
hamlets they lived in were relatively safe. There 
wasn't that much fighting in the area. They gave 
that whole thing up and they voluntarily went out 
and joined the NLF, They were subjecting themselves 
to B-52 raids and everything we could throw out. 

If these people believed this way, I thought, 
if they believe that! this is what they want, then 
who are we Americans to say they can't have it? 

That was the start of my logic about what was the 
sense of being there. 


On July 8, which was the day after we were all i/UaJCT &ILLS CNS 
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subpoenaed, the office of Carol Scott (Scott Camill's 
lawyer) was broken into and Scott’s file stolen. 

This never meant much to anybody until the recent 
developments where it seems that the Nixon Adminis- 
tration has been breakirig^into quite a few people’s 
offices and stealing quite a few people’s files. 

WASN’T A LAWYER’S BRIEFCASE STOLEN FROM A PLANE? 

We had a meeting up here in New York and one of 
our lawyers, Larry Turner, was returning to Florida. 

He had all the sensitive defense files in his brief- 
case. After he got on the pLane, one of the federal 
officers came on the plane after him and told him 
that he would have to check his briefcase, even 
though the stewardess had told him that he could put 
it in an empty seat next to him. The federal officer 
said there weren't going to be any empty seats on 
this plane so he had to hand it over. 

Larry took out as much of the sensitive mater- 
ial that he could possibly keep on his lap and 
handed over the briefcase. He didn't see his brief- 
case until the next afternoon. They said, "Sorry, 
it got misplaced." 

The worst thing that has been done against us 
was what was done to Alton Foss. Alton was a Navy 
medic assigned to the marines in Nam in 1966-67. 

He went in when he was 17. 

In 1967 he was shot in the leg in an ambush 
near Danang. Unfortunately when he got to the 
hospital, the doctors didn't treat his leg properly 
so that he's now a cripple--not as a result of the 
wound but as a result of the treatment. 

After the doctors fucked up his leg and they 
realized what they did, they kept him drugged for 
about two months. After that they’ve been giving 
a whole series of operations trying to straighten 
out what they did wrong with his leg in the first 
place. Unfortunately they can't do anything--he ' s 
had 11 operations so far. 

Beeause of all this treatment he's become 
addicted to pain-killing drugs. They kept deeding 
him large amounts of painkilling drugs, and as a 
result he has had to take more and more in order 
to get the same result. 

After we were indicted, they approached Alton 
and they told him if he didn’t turn state's evi- 
dence against the rest of us. they were going to 
bust him on a drug charge. 

Alton said he wasn't going to do it. So they 
busted him for selling $7 worth of LSD to an under- 
cover agent. 

Alton had been due to go into the hospital at 
that time for his 11th operation. It had been set 
up several months before and he had a time, place 
and a bed, all worked out at the Veterans Adminis- 
tration Hospital. 

Except when \\e got to the VA hospital on the 
appointed day, the doctor told him that there wasn't 
any room for him and they gave him a bottle of pain 
killing drugs and told him to go home and they'd 
call him when they had room. 

So Alton went home and took a lot 6f the drugs 
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and that evening the FBI showed up. They decided 
that they were going to get a confession out of him 
so that they threatened him unbelievably and so as 
a result of all that, Alton made a taped statement. 
He had done about 7-8 downs and two lids of LSD-- 
that's what he was under the influence of during 
this particular taped interview. 

The FBI would ask him, "Did you do this?" 
and he'd say "Yes." If they had asked him "Did 
you kill Lincoln?" he would have said yes. 

They kind of kidnapped him for two weeks-- 
they wouldn’t let him communicate with anybody and 
they wouldn't let anybody communitate with him. 
Finally he got away from them and called up one 
of our lawyers . 

The judge ruled that his statement was ad- 
missable as evidence. So right now this is one 
of their principle pieces of evidence--this coerced 
statement from Alton Foss. 

It’s very obvious that Alton is really fucked 
up when you listen to the tape. We're not goint to 
let the jury accept the transcript, we're going to 
make them listen to the tape so its going to be 
very obvious to them how fucked up he was. 

CAN YOU TALK A LITTLE ABOUT WHAT'S HAPPENING 
IN COURT AND WHAT THE JUDGE IS LIKE? 

The judge's name is Beau Amow. He's diffi- 
cult to describe. We had another judge before nam- 
ed Middlebrooks who eventually disqualified him- 
self for prejudice. We talked to his daughter who 
said he had gone around his house saying we must 
be guilty and that v^e had to be put away. Whereas 
Middlebrooks was a blatant fascist, Amow is a sub- 
tle fascist. Middlebrooks would deny our motions 
outright' without giving us a hearing; Amow will 
give us a hearing and then deny us. In other 
words, it looks very legal and everything but the 
result is the same. 

Amow first of all decided that the trial is 
only going to last two weeks- -at the very most 
three weeks --even though the precedent in every 
other conspiracy trial has been a couple of months* 

He said this was a plain ordinary criminal trial 
and doesn't have any political overtones to it e 

He tried to move the trial from Gainesville 
where is was originally scheduled to Pensacola 
which is his home town. Pensacola also happens to 
be about 90% retired military, so a trial in Pensa- 
cola would be about the same as a courtmartial- - 
because those were the type of people we would have 
had on the jury. 

He also decided that he doesn’t want to have 
defendants telling people that they’re innocent. 

So first of all he put a gag rule on our lawyers, 
saying that none of them can talk to the press 
about the case. And he's at this point consider- 
ing a gag rule on the defendants. 

We’re pretty sure among the defendants that 
nobody is going to stop us from telling people what 
we feel about the case. If that means we have to 
go to jail for a little while, then that’s the way 
it goes. That’s something we have to do. 
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The trial itself is set for July 17. 

DO YOU WANT TO TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE 
DEFENSE? 

We've been indicted by the government for vio- 
lence and one of the specific messages we want to 
bring out in every way we can is the violence of 
the U.S. government in Southeast Asia. There 1 s no 
comparison with any conspiracy they can charge us 
with. 

The basic part of the defense is that though 
WAW is non-violent as an organization, any violence 
that we ever learned, any violence that we may have 
committed, we got paid by the U.S. government to do 
it. 

Another thing that we really want to bring out 
strongly is what a Vietnam veteran goes through in 
this country, what things go on in your head, why it 
is that veterans talk about violence so much. 

You get a room with four vets in it and the con- 
versation is going to turn to violence at one point 
or another, simply because violence has been such an 
integral part of our recent past . 

Psychologists who have been working with Viet- 
nam veterans see this particular talking as more of 
a violence release. £ arv ve t e fan s \ . r wh o are fedipg 

these tremendoiis urges toward violence, talking 
about it ; .to other veterans, relieves the pressure 
and stops them from committing irrational violence. 

■The fact -ts that in the past year or two it f s be- 
come very commonplace whenever you hear about some- 
one who freaked out and ran down a block and shot 
a few peopje, it’s almost invariably a veteran. 

Those are the veterans who haven* t been able to 
deal with it, bring it out and talk about it. The 
violence is there so it builds to a point and then 
he breaks. . 

We want to talk about the way the government 
has a tendancy to use people as we were used as 
killing tools in Vietnam. But once our usefulness 
was ended, once we got back here and we had a lot 
of problems as a result of that, the government 
wants to throw you in the waste paper basket, put 
you aside, it doesn't want to hear anymore. They’ll 
get a couple of POWs, give them a lot of cars, give 
them money, make a big press thing out of it, but 
that's to cover up the rest of the Vietnam veterans 
who came back. 

WHY DON’T YOU TALK A LITTLE BIT ABOUT BILL 
LEMMER, THE GOVERNMENT INFORMER IN THE CASE . 

All of us sat down and had a long talk about 
Bill and we came to the conclusion that we're really 
not pissed off at him. We feel sorry for him more 
than anything else. We realize that given the sit- 
uation, it could have been almost any one of us. 

Basically what happened was the FBI singled 
out Bill Lemmer, while he was in the service, as 
a person with an unstable personality, which made 
him ideal for their purposes. They kept an eye on 
him and they finally caught him in a drug bust 
about four months after he got out in July or Aug- 
ust of 1971. Then the FBI paid his bond and got 
him out of jail and said, "Well you know what we 

want you to do for us." 
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Bill was -One of the more militant people in 
WAW. Militant isn't the word--crazy viof- 
lent is more appropriate. He was always saying 
"Well, look, things have gone on far enough, let's 
get our weapons and go to it"--that was his stand- 
ard line. Most people just said, "Now look Bill, 
sit down." They figure, well, he's a vet and he's 
still living in Vietnam and he's fucked up. 

There weren't too many people in WAW in the 
Arkansas -Oklahoma area so as a result he was able 
to rise to the position of regional coordinator. 
Another reason he rose so fast was that he always 
had the money and the time to go to national meet- 
ings--because he was being paid to be a member of 
WAW. 

DID ANYONE SUSPECT HIM? 

There had been a bust at Keefer Air Force Base 
ip Oklahoma and Lemmer got out on personal recogni- 
zance (and he was from out of state). That's not 
done. So there were a lot of suspicions after that. 

THERE ARE OTHER CASES OF PEOPLE HE SET UP FOR 

BOMBING THINGS AREN'T THERE? 

* 

There was an 18 year old kid out at the Univer- 
sity af Arkansas who Bill Lemmer showed how to make 
a fire bomb, told him where to place it, made the 
bomb for him and told him to set it. And then when 
the kid went to set it, the FBI was waiting for him. 

There was another time when Bill Lemmer came 
up with the ideA of writing a threatening letter. 

So Lemmer cut out letters from a newspaper, pasted 
them on a piece of paper, put it in the envelope, 
addressed the envelope, put a stamp on it and then 
gave it to the other guy to mail. The other guy 
got busted for it and is now awaiting trial. 
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DON'T BUG ME BUDDY--- 
OR, HOW TO KEEP UP WITH THE NIXONS 

PHILADELPHIA (LNS)--A Philadelphia "debugging" 
specialist says that his business has increased 
about 300 percent in the last couple of months. 

When asked, Scott Dellheim of Scott Protective Re- 
sources Inc. gave most of the credit for the recent 
boom to the fear of bugging generated by the Water- 
gate Conspiracy case. 

Dellheim explained that his firm has about 35 
regular debugging accounts, all of which are busi- 
ness and industrial firms trying to guard trade 
and sales secrets. He charges $75 an hour and claims 
a bug discovery rate of around 7%. 

Another local debugger, Stanford Stevens of 
the Mid-Atlantic Protective Service, reports that 
his business, too, has more than tripled since maj- 
or Watergate revelations hit the media in early 
April. But Stevens also reports that he gets 
about two calls a week asking him to install bugs 
instead of detect them. 
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PAT CHENOWETH TRIAL OPENS IN SAN FRANCISCO 
CHARGED WITH "WARTIME SABOTAGE” 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- The trial of Pat 
Chenoweth, for wartime sabotage on the aircraft 
carrier USS Ranger, began here on May 31. Chen- 
oweth, 21, is charged with placing a paint scraper 
and two large bolts in the reduction gears of 
the Ranger 1 s #4 main engine. Over $800,000 m 
damage resulted, delaying the ship's departure 
for Vietnam for almost three months, Chenoweth 
denies all the charges.. 

If convicted of wartime sabotage, Chenoweth 
faces 30 years in jail. He also faces 3 years in 
jail if convicted of the other charge against 
him -- destruction of government property. 

The charge of "wartime” sabotage was made 
by a military court ruling which declared the 
Indochina war a ”de facto” war in spite of the 
fact that Congress never declared it. If that 
ruling holds, the prosecution won't have to prove 
that Chenoweth intended to sabotage the Ranger 
in order to convict him. 

The opening of the trial here, on Treasure 
Island in San Francisco Bay, is a partial victory 
in itself. The location of the trial became 
a major issue in the pre-trial activity when the 
Navy attempted to have the trial moved to the 
Philippines. The Navy argued that important wit- 
nesses in the case would be more accessible in 
the Philippines than in the U°S. since many were 
on active duty on the Ranger in the Pacific. 

However, the defense argued that the Philip- 
pines were chosen for political reasons. They 
felt that with the advent of martial law in the 
Philippines, the possibility of GI support activ- 
ity for Chenoweth would be limited since the 
Marcos regime had moved quickly to repress the 
GI movement there. 

Also, Chenoweth ' s attorney, Eric Seitz, had 
worked in the National Lawyers Guild office in 
the Philippines and could not return without 
risking imprisonment. At the time Seitz remarked; 
"They've moved the trial to the one place in the 
world where they know I cannot safely go. And' 
not only will Pat be denied a public trial, but 
he will now be tried by a court consisting of 
persons assigned to aircraft carriers involved 
in the war -- calculated to be least sympathetic 
and fair in a case of this nature -- and without 
civilian counsel.” 

However, on May 9, after four months of 
defense appeals, the Navy withdrew its motion to 
transfer the trial to the Philippines. This was 
the result of defense tactics which, by conducting 
an .intricate series of appeals, all the way up to 
Supreme Court Justice William 0 a Douglas, man- 
aged to delay the trial until the Ranger was on 
the way home. Since the Navy's rationale was to 
move the trial closer to the witnesses on the 
Ranger, "they would have been hard put to explain 
to the court in writing why it was in the 'tax- 
payer's interest' to send 29 people -- the judge, 
jury, defense, prosecution, defendant and two wit- 
nesses -- to the Philippines, when only 16 witnes- 
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es would have to be brought back to stage the 
trial here,” Seitz commented. 

The Navy was also thought to be wary of 
having to explain its motion since the military 
judge had been replaced. The first judge assign- 
ed to the case. Captain James Keys, was removed 
from the case due to chronic alcoholism. He 
had never demanded that the prosecution explain 
why it wanted the trial moved, granting the re- 
quest without question. 

Still, now that the battle to have the tri- 
al in the LJ,S. has been won, Chenoweth faces 
the bigger battle -- to beat the 30-year sab- 
otage charge. Since there is no bail in mili- 
tary cases -- a rule being challenged by Chen- 
oweth r s defense committee -- Pat has been in 
custody for this entire period. The costs of 
the case are mounting rapidly and the defense 
committee needs funds desperately to mobilize 
the Bay Area community to support Chenoweth. 

For more information, or to contribute, conr 
tact; the Patrick Chenoweth Defense Committee, 
3325 Kemption Ave., Oakland, Ca. 94611, 

-30- 
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DOCUMENTS REVEAL $215 MILLION LOAN 
FROM U.S. § EUROPEAN BANKS TO SOUTH AFRICA 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- The American Committee 
on Africa, a New York based research group, 
released recently materials documenting $215 
million in loans made available to South Africa 
by North American and European banks. The 
European American Banking Corporation of New 
York was named as the organizer of several 
loans which have provided valuable funds for 
the government of South Africa. 

Confidential documents from within the 
European American Bank outlined the details 
of these loans. Over forty banks in the U.S., 
Canada, Britain, France and Holland partici- 
pated in the funding of the loans. Among the 
major American banks involved were Wells 
Fargo Bank (N*A.), Republic National Bank of 
Dallas, First Israel Bank and Trust Company 
of New York, First National Bank of Louisville, 
Maryland National Bank, United Virginia Bank, 
Central National Bank in Chicago, City National 
Bank of Detroit, and Wachovia Bank and Trust 
Company. 

The American Committee on Africa released 
the materials in conjunction with the Southern 
Africa Committee, Africa Information Service 
and the Council for Christian Social Action of 
the United Church of Christ. All of the 
groups have been actively involved in opposing 
South Africa's apartheid policies. Opposition 
has been growing in the U.S. to American bus- 
iness involvement in South Africa, especially 
in the black community, churches, universities, 
and unions. The American banks involved in 
the loan disclosure will probably face censure 
from these groups. In the past, anti-apartheid 
pressure has forced many churches to sell 
their stock in companies doing business in 
South Africa. (CONT'D ON INSIDE FRONT COVER) 
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